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Government’s rejection of call to ban patenting 

of genes and biological materials welcomed 
 
Sydney, 24 November 2011:   The Ins t i tute of  Patent and Trade Mark  
At torneys of  Austra l ia  ( IPTA) applauds the Federal Government ’s response 
to the recommendat ions of  the Senate Community Af fairs  Committee, the 
Advisory Counc i l  on Inte l lectual  Property and the Austra l ian Law Reform 
Commission in re lat ion to the gene patents . The Government ’s reject ion of  
an outr ight ban on the patent ing of  genes and other b iological  mater ia ls  
c lear ly re inforces the cruc ia l  ro le of  the patent  system in fos ter ing 
innovat ion, investment  and development in medical research and wi l l  restore 
certa inty and conf idence in the b iotechnology sector  in  Austra l ia .  
 
According to IPTA spokesperson Dr Tania Obranovich, ‘The Government ’s  
recommendat ions are wel l  p laced.  They focus on ensur ing patentabi l i t y 
thresholds cons istent wi th Internat ional  standards, whi le acknowledging the 
safeguards a lready present in the Patents  Act to  contro l  how patent  r ights  
are exerc ised to prevent  abus ive monopol is t ic  behaviour. " 
 
‘The Government recognises the importance of  ensur ing fa ir  and reasonable 
access to patented medical  technologies,  both in terms of  af fordable 
healthcare and access for  research purposes ’ Dr Obranovich said.  
‘Cruc ia l ly,  the recommendat ions highl ight  the impor tance of  these outcomes, 
as sought  by the wider  community,  across a l l  technologies . ’   
 
In  i ts  recommendat ions, the Government  has acknowledged the s ignif icance 
of  the Rais ing the Bar Bi l l ,  which seeks to ra ise Austra l ian patentabi l i t y 
thresholds.   However ,  i t  does a lso recommend that fur ther  leg is lat ive 
cons iderat ion be g iven to a number of  addit ional  issues,  inc luding the 
introduct ion of  an eth ica l exc lus ion to the patent ing of  technologies where 
such patent ing may be out  of  step wi th community values.   
 
The Government 's  acceptance of  the recommendat ion that  patents for  genes 
and b io logical  mater ia ls not  be banned should now br ing an end to 
cons iderat ion of  the Pr ivate Members Bi l ls  which seek to ban the patent ing 
of  these mater ia ls in Austra l ia .  W ere these Bi l ls  to  be enacted, there would 
f low a raf t  of  detr imenta l  consequences across a broad range of  Austra l ian 
industr ies  inc luding those in  the b iotechnology,  healthcare, agr icu l ture,  food 
technology and l ivestock sectors .   
 
‘ IPTA applauds the Government ’s response and we look forward to 
cont inuing to work  suppor t ive ly wi th members of  the scient i f ic  and legal 
communit ies  going forward,”  Dr Obranovich said. 
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For further enquiries please contact:   
Viv Hardy,  Cal l idusPR, (02) 92834113/ 0411 208 951  
Louise Nealon, Cal l idusPR, (02) 9283 4114/ 0403 569 177 
 
 
About IPTA:  
The Ins t i tute of  Patent  and Trade Mark  At torneys of  Austra l ia ( IPTA) is  the 
peak profess ional body represent ing Austra l ian patent and trade mark  
at torneys. 
 
 
 
 


